
A Note to the Official Agent
Campaign Finance Legislation

Campaign finance legislation has existed in Manitoba since the early 1980’s. Over the years, the legislation 
governing campaign finance law in Manitoba, The Election Financing Act (EFA), has evolved into what 
exists today. Significant amendments have broadened the obligations placed on the participants in the 
democratic process, many of whom are volunteers.

Ensuring compliance with the provisions of the EFA is the responsibility of the Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) and Elections Manitoba. The role and position of the CEO, among other things, is to instill public 
confidence in the electoral process in Manitoba and to assist those who have a responsibility to comply 
with the EFA.

Due to the financial nature of many of the provisions of the EFA, candidates, registered parties, and other 
participants are required to file statements or forms that report financial balances and transactions. The 
EFA requires some forms be audited, and reported upon, by an external auditor.

Campaign Finance Resources

Official agents are provided with resources, guides and documentation from Elections Manitoba that 
detail the duties of the position from the time of appointment until the time of final reporting following 
an election. 

Guides and Documents

The following guides and documents are available to support the role of an official agent:
1.   Official Agent Guide (full version) – This complete guide focuses on what an official agent needs to 

know about the EFA. Definitions of key terms and concepts, checklists and reference material are 
included in the guide.

2.   Official Agent Quick Guide – A quick reference that includes a summary of high-level information on 
the EFA. 

3.   Official Agent’s Handbook – An overview of key EFA concepts.
4.   Note to the Official Agent – Summary of resources and compliance assistance available to campaigns.
5.   Accounting Guide – This guide outlines a framework for making accounting and disclosure decisions 

throughout an election campaign and describes the fundamentals of accounting reporting required 
under the EFA and by Elections Manitoba.

6.   Candidate’s Guide – This guide outlines candidate roles and responsibilities in terms of EFA and 
Election Act compliance.

7.   Forms – Fillable appointment forms and financial statement forms for candidates and official agents. 

Links to the above and The Election Financing Act and The Election Act are available on the Elections 
Manitoba website (https://electionsmanitoba.ca/en/Resources/Guides).



Information Sessions

Elections Manitoba offers online and in person information sessions for official agents, campaign managers, 
and candidates to help clarify information. Attending an information session is strongly encouraged. 
Attending a session will also give you a chance to ask any questions you might have and to meet Elections 
Manitoba staff. Please visit Elections Manitoba’s website to see upcoming scheduled information sessions.

Compliance Assistance 

Elections Manitoba has a legislated mandate to help financial officers, official agents, candidates, registered 
parties, constituency associations and auditors to help them comply with the EFA. For compliance 
purposes, the EFA authorizes Elections Manitoba to review, examine, and inspect forms and returns filed 
under the EFA. 

Elections Manitoba works with campaigns to rectify unintentional instances of non-compliance without 
serious consequences, nevertheless, the consequences can be serious if legislative requirements are not 
followed.

Record Keeping Tools

Elections Manitoba has developed a record keeping system to assist official agents in their responsibilities 
of tracking and reporting income and expenses and completing the election return more accurately and 
efficiently. The web-based recordkeeping system is a secured system designed to:
1.  Record all transactions:
 •  Contributions
 •  Fundraising/sale of merchandise
 •  Expenses and allocate by expense category 
 •  Cash and property/services transfers
2.  Determine budgeted to actuals
3.  Built in diagnostics to ensure compliance with the legislation
4.  Issue electronic tax receipts
5.  Produces a financial statement 
6.  Access to relevant material:
 •  Legislation, guides, and forms

Other Supports

Elections Manitoba staff are available prior to and during election periods to respond to any concerns and 
questions official agents might have regarding their roles and responsibilities. Meeting individually with 
official agents and representatives upon request is available, as is telephone and email inquiries (during an 
election there are extended hours). Elections Manitoba also issues pro-active periodic reminders to official 
agents (e.g., a reminder of a filing deadline).



CONTACTING ELECTIONS MANITOBA

GENERAL INQUIRIES:

Elections Manitoba
120 – 200 Vaughan Street Winnipeg MB R3C 1T5

Telephone: 204-945-3225
Toll Free in Manitoba: 1-866-628-6837 Fax: 204-945-6011

General Email Address: election@elections.mb.ca Website: www.
elections.mb.ca

INQUIRIES ON THE ELECTION FINANCING ACT:
Email: finance@elections.mb.ca

INQUIRIES ON THE ELECTIONS ACT:
Email: operations@elections.mb.ca 

Candidates, official agents, and others are encouraged to contact Elections Manitoba as 
often as necessary to understand the requirements of The Election Financing Act or The 
Elections Act.


