Elections Past and Present
GRADES 4-6

Lesson Outcomes
Students learn the history of the electoral
process in Manitoba:
• Timeline of events
• Impact of being deprived of the right to vote (disenfranchisement)
• The Story of Nellie McClung

Teaching Strategies

Supports Curriculum Outcomes:
6-KH-027
6-KP-051
6-KP-046
6-KH-037
6-KC-002
Related Curriculum Outcomes:
4-KH-035
5-KC-001
5-KC-002
5-KC-003
5-VH-012
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Comparing Past/Present
Role Play
Scavenger Hunt
Reflection

Resources/Materials
• Past/Present Fact Cards and answer key
• Tape
• Poster paper
• Election Crossword and answer key
• Nellie McClung Story
• Nellie McClung Scavenger Hunt and answer key

Activating Strategy

Past or Present Game
1.

 ivide the class into four teams. (See How to Play below for past or present
D
game instructions.)

2.

 nce the teams have finished organizing their posters, the first team to finish will
O
choose one person to read the columns to the class. The team who can place the
fact cards in the correct column AND have them in chronological order wins the
game. If the first team makes a mistake, the second team to finish gets to read its
column, and so on.

3.

 ake sure each team is clear on what order the events occurred and to what
M
category each fact card belongs (past or present).

4.

Then hand out the answer key (see page 5) so students have a copy for reference.

How to
	The objective of the game is to organize the fact cards
(see page 4) on either the past column or on the present
column in the order that they occurred in history.
	
HINT: Remind students that they should be thinking
about what events caused other events to happen.
• P
 rovide each team with fact cards, a plastic bag, and a
sheet of poster paper divided into two columns: one
labeled past and one labeled present.
• W
 hen the teacher signals the beginning of the game,
one team member is to pull ONE fact card out of the bag
and place it in the correct column (past or present) in the
order it occurred in history.
• S tudents are to tell the teacher when they are finished.
Give students the election crossword (see page 9) to work
on while they wait for the remaining groups to finish.

What do the fact cards
tell us about how
elections are now
versus how they were
conducted in the past?
HINT: Current legislation
focuses on making
elections free, fair
and accessible.
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Past/Present Fact Cards

4

You must own property to vote.

Patients in mental health care facilities can vote.

If you can’t make it to your polling place
on election day, you can vote ahead of time
at an advance poll.

People in correctional facilities cannot vote.

Women cannot vote.

The voting age is 18.

Hospital patients can vote from
their hospital beds.

Voting is done by secret ballot – no one
will know who you vote for.
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Past/Present Fact Cards
Answer Key

Elections in 1870 (past)

Elections Today (present)

• Y ou must be male and own
property to be eligible to vote.

You can vote in a Manitoba provincial election if you:
• are a Canadian citizen
• are 18 years of age
• have lived in Manitoba for at least six months

• There is just one day of voting.
• T he voting process consists of a
meeting where you must stand up
and announce to everyone who
you want to vote for.

1888 	The secret ballot is introduced.
1916 	Manitoba becomes the first province to
allow women to vote.
1932 	Indigenous peoples are allowed to vote, but
only if they join the army. In 1952, the law is
changed to allow all Treaty Indians* to vote.
In 1960, formal segregation of First Nations
people was abolished in Western Canada
and all Indigenous peoples were invited to
participate in Manitoba elections.
1932 	Advance voting is available for people who
want to vote but will be away on voting day.
1962 	Hospital patients can vote for the first time.
1969 	The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.
1988 	Patients in mental health care facilities
can vote.
1988 	People in correctional facilities can vote.
* Treaty Indian is a legal term used to describe an Indigenous
person who belongs to a First Nation that signed a treaty with
the government.
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Acquiring Strategy

Role Play Activity
1.

Before beginning this activity, write a list of classroom jobs on the board, (e.g., organize
bookshelf, tidy class). Ask students to gather at the front of the class and randomly
divide them into two groups, (e.g. Group 1: January to June birthdays, Group 2: July to
December. Avoid gender or other physical differences for grouping.) Tell Group 1 they
are responsible for the work list, while Group 2 will be doing something else. (Be vague;
don’t answer questions about Group 2’s task.) Ask Group 1 to begin. As they leave the
meeting area, distribute treats (cookies, etc.) to Group 2, and tell them they have free
time. Allow enough time (five minutes or so) to generate a sense of unfairness/inequality
in the activity before asking both groups to return to the meeting area. Distribute treats to
Group 1 as they return.

2.

Ask Group 1 to share how they felt when they had to work while Group 2
had treats and free time. Then ask Group 2 to share how they felt during
the experience.
S UGGESTION: Record student feelings on the board or on chart paper as
students share their thoughts.

3.

Ask students what they think the point of this activity was: Can they think of any
situations where individuals are treated differently (e.g., at home, school, or other places
in the world)? How does this difference in treatment relate to elections?

 INT: Women, Indigenous peoples, people in correctional facilities and people
H
in mental healthcare facilities have not always had the right to vote. Stress the
importance of how elections have evolved to be fair and accessible to ALL by
giving examples such as advance voting and homebound voting.
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Applying Strategy

Nellie McClung Scavenger Hunt
1.

Ask students to take out a pencil or pen and clear their desks.

2.

Hand out the Nellie McClung reading handout (see page 11) and
give students five to ten minutes to read silently.

3.

Hand out the Nellie McClung scavenger hunt question sheet
included on the quiz.

4.

Explain rules for the scavenger hunt.

• G
 ive students time to read the article individually.
• U
 se the remainder of class for students to answer questions in pairs, small groups, or individually.
• S tudents who finish quickly may work on the debriefing activity on page 8.
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Debriefing

Five-minute Reflection Activity
Ask students to finish the following three sentences:

I like this lesson because...

I struggled in this lesson when...

I learned that...
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Election Crossword

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

ACROSS

DOWN

2. The piece of paper used at the poll
to make sure no one votes twice is called
a _____ list
4. To make a choice
6. Rules make elections ___________
9. A person you can vote for
10. Where you put your ballot

1. _____ party
3. Ballots are marked in ___________
5. The word you write on the front of your ballot if you
don’t want to vote for any of the candidates
7. A person elected in a Manitoba provincial election
becomes a Member of the Legislative __________
8. The paper you mark your ‘X’ on
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Election Crossword
Answer Key

1

4

2

P
V O T E R
V O T E
L
D
I
F A I
E
S
T
C
L
S
I
B
C A N D I D A T E
A
N
M
L
L
L
E
B O
O
D
L
T
Y
5

6

7

8

9

10

10
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E
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E
T

X

Nellie McClung’s Story
Nellie McClung was a true pioneer, in more ways than one.

N

ellie was born in
Ontario on October 20,
1873. She had three
brothers and two sisters,
and was the youngest in
the family.
Nellie did not start school
until she was 10, but for a
good reason. Her family moved to Manitoba in
1880, but had to wait three years for the local
school to be built. Her teachers thought she was
intelligent and imaginative. They also thought she
would go far in life.
Even as a young girl, Nellie questioned things. Her
family often discussed elections and politics, and
she was upset her mother and sisters did not have
the right to vote.
She went to teachers college in Winnipeg when
she was just 15 years old. Nellie was the second
youngest in her class. She admired her teachers
and wanted to help children in rural Manitoba.
When Nellie finished college she moved to Manitou
for a teaching job. She worked at Hazel School,
earning $40.00 a month. Manitou is where she met
Wes McClung, a druggist. They married in 1896.
Nellie’s family were pioneers. She knew what a
hard life people had, and wanted life to be better
for everyone. She cared about many issues,
especially equality for women and children. Nellie
knew the best way to make her voice heard would
be through politics.
Nellie and Wes McClung had five children, and she
wanted a better life for them, too. Wes McClung
did not mind housework and caring for children,

which was unusual for men at that time. His
support allowed Nellie to go to political meetings
and to organize events for issues that were
important to her.
One of those issues was alcohol. Nellie believed
alcohol caused illness and conflict in families. At
that time, municipal elections were being held on
prohibition (making alcohol illegal). Nellie knew
many women supported prohibition and rights for
women. These women were known as suffragists.
However, women did not have the right to vote –
their opinions would not be heard.
Theatre (with live actors) was very popular in
Nellie’s time. Nellie and a group of women decided
to use theatre to make their voices heard. Their
play, Mock Parliament, imitated (mocked) the
Legislative Assembly, where the real government
was all men. Nellie’s play reversed that. Male actors
made a case to a female government, asking for the
right of men to vote.
Nellie McClung cleverly used Premier Rodmond
Roblin’s exact words in the play: “Why, if men were
allowed to vote, it would mean the end of the
family as we know it, and wouldn’t the men just
vote the way their wives voted anyway? Aren’t men
easily bought?” The audience loved the play. More
importantly, politicians in the Legislative Assembly
heard the message.
The law finally changed when Premier Roblin’s
government was voted out of office. In 1916 the
women of Manitoba were the first in Canada to get
the right to vote. And this was mainly due to the hard
work, intelligence, and imagination of Nellie McClung.
(Unfortunately, Indigenous women and men would
wait many decades for their right to vote.)
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Nellie McClung Oral Quiz
1. What province was Nellie born in?
2. When was Nellie’s birthday?
3. What made Nellie upset about elections?
4. Why do you think she got upset?
5. At what age did Nellie begin school?
6. What city did Nellie move to so she could study at teachers college?
7. What did Nellie think about alcohol?
8. How did Wes McClung help Nellie?
9. What was the name of the premier who battled with Nellie on the issue of votes for women?
10. Before television and radio, what was a way of getting your message out to the people?

Critical Thinking/Discussion Questions
1. Canada

was established in 1867. Why did it take so long for women to get the right to vote in our
democratic country?
2. Why

do you think it took even longer for Indigenous people to get the right to vote?
3. W
 hen Prime Minister Trudeau was elected in 2016, he selected equal numbers of men and women
for his Cabinet, the first time in history this has ever happened. Throughout Canada’s history,
Cabinets had few (if any) women. Can you give other examples in our society where there is a gender
imbalance? What needs to change for more equality? (Encourage examples where both genders are
in majority/minority.)
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Nellie McClung Oral Quiz
Answer Key
1. What province was Nellie born in?
• Ontario
2. W
 hat is Nellie’s birthday? Hint: It is close to Halloween.
• October 20, 1873
3. W
 hen talking about elections, what made Nellie sad?
• T hat her sisters and mother weren’t allowed to vote
4. Why do you think she got upset?
• V
 arious answers
5. At what age did Nellie begin school?
• 1
 0 years old
6. What city did Nellie move to so she could study at teachers college?
• W
 innipeg
7. What did Nellie think about alcohol?
• A
 lcohol causes illness and problems to families
8. How did Wes McClung help Nellie?
• B
 y helping with housework and caring for the children
9. What was the name of the premier who battled with Nellie on the issue of votes for women?
• R
 odmond Roblin
10. Before television and radio, what was a way of getting your message out to the people?
• T heatre with live actors
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