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GRADE 6
 Political Parties and Independent Candidates 

Lesson Objectives 
Students learn about candidates and political parties in Manitoba:
• Independent candidates
• Political parties
• Independent and group decisions

Teaching Strategies
• Evaluation of Issues
• Advantages & Disadvantages
• Journal Reflection

Activating Strategy
1.  Class begins with a quiz (see page 4) that will assess how much students

know about candidates, political parties, MLAs.

2.  This quiz will not count for marks but it will help you assess prior knowledge
as well as teach new facts.

3.  Once students have answered the questions, correct the quiz as a class (see
page 6 for answer key).

Acquiring Strategy

Evaluating an Issue
1.  Write an issue on the board. (Example: The school is thinking of banning all

headgear on school property because of its gang-related image.)

NOTE: See page 8 for other example issues.

2.  Ask students to write down the positive, negative and interesting aspects of
this issue.

3.  Now ask students to choose a side, agree or disagree, and state the reason
for their choice.

Supports  
Curriculum Outcomes:
6-KC-004

6-KP-050

6-KP-051

6-KP-053

Related 
Curriculum Outcomes:
4-KC-002

Resources/Materials
•  Quiz and answer key

• Example Issues

•  T-Table and answer key
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4.  Once students have had enough time to choose a side and state their
reasons, split students into groups of three or four, making sure there is
a mixture of students who agree and students who disagree in each group.

5.  Ask each group to come up with one solution to the problem. Everyone
has to have a say in the solution, and everyone has to agree on the
solution.

6. Assign a specific role to each student in the group:

• Recorder

• Reporter

• Project manager (keep the group on task)

• Noise monitor (optional)

7.  The reporter will present his or her group’s solution to the class, each
group going one at a time.

8.  Once the presentations are over, ask students to remain in their groups for
a debriefing activity.

9. Ask each group to come up with an answer to the following:

 Was it easier to make a decision on your own or as a group? What are
the advantages and disadvantages to working alone? What are the
advantages and disadvantages of working in a group?

10.  Ask the reporters to share their answers with the class. Write down key
words on the board from the answers that are shared.

Applying Strategy

Pros and Cons Activity
1.  Review the definitions and key points with the class for the terms 

independent and political party (learned during the quiz).

2.  Ask students to write down on the T-Table (see page 9) the advantages 

and disadvantages of running as a candidate in a political party. NOTE: 

Refer to the T-Table answer key for further ideas (see page 10).

3.  Ask students to make the same kind of list for independent candidates. 

HINT: Connect back to the evaluating an issue activity. Candidates will 

also face similar problems.

SUGGESTION: Once students have completed their list of advantages 

and disadvantages, ask them to find a partner and share answers. Ask 

groups to come up with one new advantage and one new 

disadvantage as a team.



4.  Ask each student to share one advantage and one disadvantage with the
class.

5.  Add more words to the list on the board from the evaluating an issue
activity. This will show students how the activity they did is very similar to
the challenges candidates face when working independently and working
with a group (political party).

Debriefing

Journal Assignment
1.  Ask students to work on an answer to the following question for the

remainder of the class and turn in their answers when finished:

 Write about a time when you had to make a decision on your own, but you
wished you could have asked someone else what he/she would have done.
Who do you wish was there? Why?

 SUGGESTION: As an alternative or additional journal assignment, ask
your students to write about a decision they made that was influenced
by other people. Was it a good experience? Do they wish they had gone
with their initial decision?

This assignment can be shared with the 

class or used for assessment purposes.

Earn a

YPTC Lessons and Activities: 
Political Parties and Independent Candidates     3 of 10



YOURpowerTO

1. What does MLA stand for?

2. What are the main responsibilities of an MLA?

3. What is a political party?

4. How are political parties created?

5. What is the definition of a candidate?

6. How does the creation of the voters list affect candidates and political parties?

7. How many political parties do we have in Manitoba?

8. Name four political parties that are registered in Manitoba.
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9. The Chief Electoral Officer is not allowed to vote in provincial elections. (Circle your answer.)

True or False

10. What are the three requirements to be a voter?

11. What is an electoral division?

12. How many electoral divisions do we have in Manitoba?

13. Two MLAs are elected to represent each electoral division. (Circle your answer.)

True or False

QUIZ
Political Experience
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1. What does MLA stand for?

•  Member of the Legislative Assembly

2. What are the main responsibilities of an MLA?

• To represent the residents in their provincial electoral division in the legislature

• To support or disagree with proposals put forward by government

3. What is a political party?

•  A political party is a group of people who are organized to support candidates during elections. Candidates 
associated with political parties will share similar views on issues.

4. How are political parties created?

•  Anyone can create a political party at any time. To be officially recognized as a political party in Manitoba, 
the party must register with Elections Manitoba.

5. What is the definition of a candidate?

•  A candidate is someone who wants to be elected as a Member of the Legislative Assembly. Some candidates 
belong to political parties while others do not. Candidates that don’t belong to political parties are called 
independent candidates.

6. How does the creation of the voters list affect candidates and political parties?

•  The number of people on the voters list will affect the amount of money political parties and candidates can 
spend during the election campaign.

7. How many political parties do we have in Manitoba?

•  Seven (as of September 2019; see www.electionsmanitoba.ca for a current list)

8. Name four political parties that are registered in Manitoba.

•  See www.electionsmanitoba.ca

9. The Chief Electoral Officer is not allowed to vote in provincial elections. (Circle your answer.)

•  True

QUIZ
ANSWER KEY

Political Experience
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10. What are the three requirements to be a voter?

• A Canadian citizen

• 18 years of age and older

• A resident of Manitoba for at least six months prior to election day

11.  What is an electoral division?

•  An electoral division is one of the 57 areas into which the province of Manitoba is divided for the purpose of 
elections. Each electoral division will be represented by an elected candidate. The province is divided this way 
to make sure there are roughly the same number of voters in each division.

12.  How many electoral divisions do we have in Manitoba?

•  57

13.  Two MLAs are elected to represent each electoral division. (Circle your answer.)

•  False:  One MLA is elected to represent each electoral division

Political Experience

QUIZ
ANSWER KEY
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1.  The school is thinking of increasing the number of school days because authorities feel that students have too
much free time and are causing trouble in the community.

2.  The school is thinking of shortening lunch time from one hour to 30 minutes so that students can have more
learning time in the classroom.

3.  The basketball coach has decided to let anyone who comes to tryouts join the school team so that all students
can participate in school sports teams.

4.  The government is thinking of increasing the drinking age to 21 because police are stopping too many
18-year-olds driving under the influence of alcohol.

5.  The city is thinking of limiting every household to one garbage bag per week because the dumping sites are too
full.

EXAMPLE ISSUES
Political Experience
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Independent Candidate

Advantages (Pros) Disadvantages (Cons)

Candidate in Political Party

Advantages (Pros) Disadvantages (Cons)

T-TABLE 
Political Experience

YPTC Lessons and Activities: 
Political Parties and Independent Candidates     9 of 10



TITLE
Subtitle YOURpowerTO

Independent Candidate

Advantages (Pros) Disadvantages (Cons)

Candidate in Political Party

Advantages (Pros) Disadvantages (Cons)

Flexible

Not tied to anyone – 
you can create your 
own political image

Don’t have to agree 
with anyone

Freedom

Own schedule

Less guidance and 
expertise on the 
electoral process 

Less support (money, 
volunteers, workers)

Less experience

Need to create your 
own image which 
requires a lot of effort, 
time and people (staff 
and volunteers)

More difficult to raise 
funds

Guidance

More experience on 
how to run an election

More support (money, 
volunteers, workers)

Image – people will vote 
for you because they 
agree with the  
political party’s ideas

Less flexible

Need to follow 
constituency
rules and regulations of 
the party

May not get elected 
to be a candidate 
Example: If more than 
one person wants to 
represent a political 
party in one electoral 
division, party runs 
an internal election 
to select only one 
candidate

T-TABLE 
ANSWER KEY

Political Experience
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